


THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 
• EAB larvae are able to survive the ma-

chining of wood into pallets, being bucked
up for firewood, and even chipped up.
Standards now indicate that ash wood
infested with EAB needs to be chipped
into 1 inch square chips; anything larger
and EAB larvae survive and emerge once
fully mature.

• EAB only attacks the ash trees (Fraxinus
spp.). Mountain ash is not a true ash and
therefore safe from EAB.

• Control measures for EAB, such as
chemical applications
and removals, are not
recommended until EAB
is found in the county
you live in. If you have
any questions about
control measures, con-
tact you local forester.

SIGNS & SYMPTOMS OF EAB 
1. D-shaped exit holes
2. Crown dieback
3. Bark cracks & splitting
4. Water sprouts/suckering
5. Serpentine galleries
6. Excessive woodpecker  activity 

IDENTIFICATION 
The adults are slender, 
green metallic beetles 
about 1/2 inch long. The 
adult lays eggs on the 
trunks of ash trees in the 
summer months. In the fall, 
the eggs 

hatch and become larvae that bore 
into the tree, feasting on the tree’s 
cambium layer, thereby cutting off the 
tree’s nutrient supply which ultimately 
causes the tree’s decline. 

ESTABLISHMENT 
EAB is difficult to detect when it first infests a tree. 
The tree can host EAB for 3-5 years before symp-
toms become noticeable to anyone, including 
trained professionals. Unfortunately, the population 
of EAB grows exponentially with each passing year, 
making early detection key to possible control.  

WHAT TO DO IF 
YOU FIND AN
INFESTED TREE
Any suspected infested 
trees should be brought 
to the attention of your 
local forester. They may 
need to inspect the tree 
to determine if it is in-
fested with the beetles. In 
many instances the tree 
may be dying from other 
problems or insects. 

EAB: AN INVASIVE EXOTIC INSECT 

GREAT PLAINS INITIATIVE 
Since the emerald ash borer (EAB) started 
making its way westward, South Dakota and 
other surrounding states have been working 
to prepare for the arrival of EAB. Kansas, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota 
joined together to create the Great Plains 
Tree and Forest Invasives Initiative. This is a 
multi-state cooperative effort for education, 
mitigation, and utilization. 

MITIGATION 
There are things that you can do on the 
community level to prepare your community 
for the arrival of EAB. 

1. Begin by taking inventory of all ash
trees within your community. This will
allow you to develop budget needs for
labor and equipment, should large-
scale ash tree removals become neces-
sary.

2. Work with local tree care professionals,
and public works officials as the first line
of EAB detection.

3. Establish a formal plan to record and
report inventory reduction (removals)
and reforestation activities.

4. Develop a communication action plan
before the arrival of EAB. This will aid
your community in the event of an EAB
infestation.

5. Increase tree diversity by providing
alternative tree species lists and dis-
couraging the planting of ash. Green ash tree showing  

decline from EAB infestation. 
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